DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
12010 DEFENSE PFENTAGOM
WASHINGTON, DL 20301-1010

MAY 29 2025

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS
COMMANDERS OF THE COMBATANT COMMANDS
DEFENSE AGENCY AND DOD FIELD ACTIVITY DIRECTORS

SUBECT: Updated Policy on Seasonal Inflsenza Immunications

The strengih of our miliary 15 bl on the readiness of Amenca’s brive men and women
in uniform. To ensure that readiness, the Depanment invests in fonoe health protection 1o combal
threats from a vancty of infectious diseases, inclsding seasonal influencea, or the "™ This
guidance provides common-sense revisions 1o the Depanment s current (lu immunistion
reuiremants by confinee to suppon a medically ey force while exerciing stewandship of
taspayer dollars

Ihe Depanmment of Delense {Dol)) currently aflers, or covers, seasonal Mu vaccines lor
all 3ervece members. Proor 10 the eflective date of thas memomndem. the Depasiment requined
scasonal e vaccination for all Active Componenl and Reserve Component Service mombers.

Croang forward, the Depariment will conserve its resources by requinng seasoral [Ty
vaccimation for Service members only when deing so mos dircetly contribules fo readiness,

FEilfective 30 davs (rom the date of this memorandum, paragraph 1.2.c. of Department of
Delense Insinsction 602502, Dol Immuniation Program.”™ s amended o read as follows:

=All Active Component Service members are required to receive the snnieal
scasomal influcnsa immunization of oblain an exempleon (1c.. modical oF
sdminsdmtive). Reserve Component Service members sctivated for 30
eonseuliveg days of more are reguired 10 revgive the seasonal inllusnes
immunizslion of oblain an exemplion. [Dunng an outbreak, pandemic infleensa
immamizations will be requared or mcommended s appropriate. depending on the
immunizalion”s regulacery status al the time of the outhrealk.™

Mo [l hmadang shall be allocated for retirement points only or payment of dutics
performed under title 10 or title 32, United States Code, by members of the Nattonal Cuard or
Beserve selely For the purpose of reeeiving influcnya vaccinations, excepd as otherwise
authorized. Reserve Component Service members who are not activabed for 30 conseeutive days
or otherwise requinsd to receive the e vaccmse retain the abality 1o elect 1o receive the flu
vaccine., but the Department will mo bonger compensate them For their lime spenl doiing so,

Separmicly. the Assisiant Secrefary of Delense for Fealth AfTairs walll assess the Dol
crviluan work foree iallucnsa vaceine requafements. A fepor based on that assesament will be
proviaded to the Uncder Secretany of Delense [or Personne] and Readiness for review within
45 days of the date ol this memorandum
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