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Ei Rab,

After running, re-thinking, re-running, re-thinking... for about two
weeks"

now I should touch base with you I think o ses whathsr you can agres
with

what ¥ came up with so faxr. TI'11 attach the SAS programs hoping you ox
ons

of your statisticians can detect major flaws befors T jump to
conclusions.

I111 try to structure my findings:

Cn the outcomes: tTheir frequency and relstion to any of the independent
variables is so heterogensous that I think it only makes sense to look
at

one diagnosis at a time. As an exampls I Zind a negative relationsaip
to

thimerosal for 3450 {gemeralized nomconvulsive epi) and a positive for
3451 ; - -

.(generalized convulsive). Both Zindirgs are no= surprising and
illustrate .

“the potertial confounding by specific veccinations and the potential
confournding of the diagnosis (I would assume here that infants more
likely o A -
to develop 2pi will be less likelv to hée vaccinzted, the same prcbhlem as
in :

the neomatal mortality study). BAs a resul:t 1've done away with the

general .

categories (dsgemerative, developmental, ocher and remal) .

On thes exposure: originaily I had over 20 ways cf classifying mercury
ievels: by age (1,2,3,6, and 12 months) z=g criteria (EPR, ATSDE or
gquantilies}. I narxrowed it down to the Zcliliowing foux: -

=ZPRe: indicates whether or not has sve-r excesded the EPA limitc

I

{in

total over Two thirdsi)

2 ZG2catlz , HEG3catlz,5384catl2: the cumulative exposure level =zt 1=
months divided in two halves, three “hirsd znd fcour guzrtexs: the
reasoning

here is that it world seem rezsomahls to assum= that this is the most
objective reflectiorn of the overall 2xposur: and as thare is no clear
cut-oZf, I trv to identify potential hazard levels by increazing the
number '
of categoriess.

I kx=ow thers is particular interest to the expostre nearsst to birch,
out

chis is basically identical to Hsp3 varmcinaticn zni tha effact would
nevexr

ot



