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Abstract

Background:

Obesity among children and adolescents in the United States has tripled since 1980, and has become a

major public health concern.

Aims:

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the potential relationship between exposure to organic mercury

from Thimerosal-containing hepatitis B vaccines and the children's subsequent risk of an obesity

diagnosis.

Materials and Methods:

A hypothesis-testing, case-control study was undertaken to evaluate exposure to organic mercury from

Thimerosal-containing hepatitis B vaccines, which were administered at specific intervals in the first 6

months of life, among cases diagnosed with childhood obesity and controls by examining automated

medical records for children born from 1991 to 2000 who were continuously enrolled in the Vaccine

Safety Datalink database.

Results:

This study found highly significant associations as follows. Cases diagnosed with obesity were

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4982359/?report=printable

Page 1 of 16


https://dx.doi.org/10.4103%2F1947-2714.187148
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Geier%20DA%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27583238
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Kern%20JK%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27583238
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Homme%20KG%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27583238
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Sykes%20LK%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27583238
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Geier%20MR%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27583238
mailto:dev@null
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/copyright/



