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Doy D, Koplan,

SmithKline Brechom Fharmaceiticals (SB) as & manufacturer of vaccines has heen involved in disonssions
recently surrounding thimsrosal in vacemes, and s aware of and sensitive to the relaed simabomeos ssusd by (e
American Acadormy of Pediatnes (AAM. LS. Sargeon General, te Departmunt of Fealth and Human Services,
adl e Centers fur Digease Control and Prevention (CDC). Az 3 monufacturer, we agree that, despote the
ghsence of any seientifie data that thimorogal eanuey adverss effeets, whenever poasible “thimerosal-coataining
wacinged shoubd bo remowed us soon as possible”, a5 is recommended o the July 7 Jodnt Statement of the AAP and
the U.S. Public Hualth Service (PHS), For this ncason we wish Lo infonm you that 5B is in a position to supply
Infanrix (Diptheria and Tetanus Toxoids and Acellular Pertussis Vaecine Adsorbed), the only U.S. licensed DTPa
vircoine that docs pot use tuimerasoel as a presenvarive, in cioueh quantitics 1o supply the estmated 1S market
necds for af heast the remoinder of 1999 and the Gril balf of 2000, By that time, other thimeneanl froe IT Mo
products, incliuling SB's peotavalot DTPaHBIPY, will likely by available, pending FDA approval.

We have sipnificantiy increased our imventories of Infaorkx o light of the fcr thar TP vaccings are currently A
wsajor contributer 1 the amount of thimerosal which may be given in the pediatric recomimended vaccination
schedule. Nat only are theny cumulatively five deoses of DTPa vaccine administered o children under 7 years of
ape. hut also thres of those doscs oo recommended in the lirst & months of life. Furthermore. thimerosal-
sontaging DTPa vacemes have the highest cunceniration of thinwerosal ameong cursently recommended vaccines
with 23mey of mereury por doge, more than twice the amount of eputitis B vacoines, Consequently, mtants who
reguive tho Frat thres deses of OTP vaccio dunmg the first sis months of e are oxpescd cumulatively w 7 5meg
af mercury, nearing the threshold ¢siablished by oie LLS Eovironmental Protoclion Agcney (EPA) o 80mug of
moercury. By eonfrasl, infants recedving Infanree for the primary senes (and a poo-thimerosal contaming Hib
vaceine). can reecve all ather recommcndued vocomes, trrespective of manuiaeturer, and stll not exceed the
etnnulative levels of mercury under the EPA refercnce puidelines,

Saveial weeks ago. SmithKlias Beecham was appreached by the vaccine contracting deparbment at the CDC
injuiiring sbout our abilily to supply the cutire U5, LrI'Pa markes with Infanelx and e polential for an exclusive
[T Pa comtrae, until other non-thimciosil DTPa woocines were Boensed, Tnerevicwing our inventory levels,
Smuthiling Bescham is now in the position fa miove orwand with siich 2 contract. We helieve the exclusive
availuhility of Infanric TP moves the AAR, CDC and PHS much chser o their staed objoctives of thimerasal
broe viteeines 1n the ULS. We lnok lorwand 1o discussing this possibility with pou further in the days to comne
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